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Community Advocates for
Family and Youth (CAFY) is
dedicated to assisting victims of
crime regain control of their lives.

Our Victim Advocates continually
receive training that enhances
their skills and knowledge,
enabling them to be highly
effective in helping victims with a
variety of needs.

FAQ’S ABOUT ELDER ABUSE

e What is elder abuse?

e Any intentional act by a
caregiver or any other
person that causes harm or
a serious risk of harm to a
vulnerable/elder adult. Elder
Abuse is generally divided
into the following categories:
Physical, Emotional, Sexual,
Exploitative, Neglect and/or
Abandonment.

¢ What makes an older adult
vulnerable to abuse?

e Social isolation and mental
impairment, living with
someone or a history of
domestic violence.

e Who are the abusers of older
people?

e Family members are more
often the abusers than any
other group.

e Are there criminal penalties
for abusers?
¢ Most states have several
laws that address criminal
penalties for various types of
elder abuse. Laws vary state
to state.
e Who do I call if | suspect
elder abuse?
e Report mistreatment.
e Call 9-1-1

DO’S AND DON’TS TO STAY SAFE

At home

v' Make sure that your locks,
doors, and windows are strong
and cannot be easily broken. A
good alarm system can help.

v' Mark valuable property

v' Don’t open your door before
looking to see who’s there. Ask
any stranger to show proof of
who they claim to be.
Remember, you don’t have to
open the door if you feel
uneasy.

v Don’t keep large amounts of
money in the house.

v' Get to know your neighbors—
join a Neighborhood Watch
Program.

Protect yourself

Street smart

v' Stay alert. Walk with a friend.
v' Don’t open your door or roll-
down your window for
strangers. Park in well-lit areas.
Do have direct deposit.

Don’t carry a lot of cash.

Do not resist a robber—hand
over your cash right away.
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Fight Fraud

v' Don’t be afraid to hang up
on telephone salespeople.

v' Don’t give any personal
information over the phone.

v' Don’t take money from your
bank account if a stranger
tells you to.

v" Do be on guard about hiring
people that come door-to-
door looking for home repair
work.

Avoid ldentity Theft
How can someone steal your
identity?

v If they use your name,
Social Security number, or
credit card without your go-
ahead—that’s called identity
theft and it’s a serious crime.

CALL 301-390-4092



